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The narratives connected to large infrastructure 
projects are indicators for the development of a 
civil society. Each of the above mentioned Hun-
garian enterprises for energy supply is charac-
terised by the influences of the particular time 
and its political framework. Selected phenomena 
from Stalinist industrialisation, Soviet economical 
and geo-political strategies to the first ecological 
movement that coincided with the fall of socialism 
will be considered for this research as well as 
the current re-establishment of energy political 
alliances between Hungary and Russia. 
 
A large number of quotations, pictures and case 
studies will be collected to contribute to my 
on-going long-term artistic research project on 
man-altered landscapes. I plan to juxtapose my 
own documentary photographs and video material 
of these industrial landscapes with the historical 
footage that I found during my archive research. 
The material from very different backgrounds will 
be contextualised in presentations, artist books 
and installation-like exhibitions to offer uncom-
mon approaches to complex discourses for both 
experts and an interested wider audience.

In the following chapters I will give a synopsis of 
my findings during my Visegrad scholarship at the 
Open Society Archives (3 January 2014 – 3 March 
2014). It is structured according to the particular 
fields of research. As the work on these topics is 
intended to continue over a longer period of time 
these descriptions can be understood as prelimi-
nary reports about my activities in the time frame 
of the Visegrad scholarship.
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INTRODUCTION
Druzba, Barátsag or Freundschaft (Friendship) is 
the name of a crude oil pipeline system translated 
to the particular languages of its transit countries. 
The construction was decided in 1958 to connect 
Soviet oilfields with Poland, the GDR, Czechos-
lovakia and Hungary. Later it was further connec-
ted to the pipeline systems of West Europe. 
In 1962 the first Hungarian branch Barátsag I was 
completed (entering Hungary from Czechoslova-
kia) and in 1972 the second branch Baratsag II 
was connected to the refinery in Szazhalombatta 
(entering Hungary from Ukraine).

RESEARCH AT OSA
I could find newspaper clippings and situation  
reports on the construction and maintenance of 
the pipeline system in the Hungarian Unit’s  
Subject Files of the Radio Free Europe / Radio 
Liberty Research Institute (HU OSA 300-40-1,  
Box 282 and 283).
Next to Hungarian and East German newspaper 
articles that advertise the completion of the two 
branches with photos, illustrations and schematic 
maps, I could find press clippings from Western 
sources (e.g. Daily Telegraph and Süddeutsche 
Zeitung) that commented on the establishment of 
the new infrastructure. Furthermore I could find 
B-Wire notes of Radio Free Europe that describe 
conflicts over oil price politics between Arabian 
countries and the Soviet Union in 1961. In the late 
1980s and early 1990s reports on accidents, leaks 
and environmental damage dominate the news 
about the pipeline system.

RESEARCH IN OTHER ARCHIVES
Thanks to the support of István Rév I could 
furthermore extend this part of my research to 
the archive of Magyar Olaj- és Gázipari Múzeum in 
Zalaegerszeg and the Magyar Országos Levéltár 
(Hungarian National Archives) in Budapest. In 
Zalaegerszeg I could find plans and documents 
from the construction period, including lists of 
steel pipes that were imported to Hungary by 
Western companies. 
At my next visit I will sift photo documentations of 
the construction process. In the National Archives 
I try to find key documents on the Soviet-Hunga-
rian collaboration such as international contracts 
and agreements.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
I will collect further material on the topic in Hun-
gary but also in other countries along the pipeline 
system. Furthermore I will attend national and 
corporate archives in Germany to find more ma-
terial about the economic collaboration between 
East and West before and after 1989.

 

 
DRUŽBA PIPELINE
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Article in Hungarian Figyelö on the Druzba pipeline project (10 October 1962) 
Subject Files of the Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute (Hungarian Unit): HU OSA 300-40-1, Box 282
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INTRODUCTION
The plans for the Gabcikovo–Nagymaros dams on 
the river Danube date back to the early 1950s 
when centralised plans for industrialisation were 
developped accross the Socialist countries.  
The hydro power scheme was planned as a 
Czechoslovakian-Hungarian joint-venture to pro-
vide energy for the industrialisation process and 
to increase bonds between “brother states”. 
  
Nevertheless it took until 1977 that a contract 
between the two countries was signed. While 
the Czechoslovakian side started to work on the 
Gabcikovo dam and a redirection of the Danube to 
Czechoslovakian territory in the early 1980s,  
Hungary hesitated to enter the construction phase 
for financial reasons. In 1986 Hungarian and Aust-
rian represenatives signed a contract which  
included a loan for the construction costs, an 
export insu rance and the assignment of big parts 
of the actual construction works to the Austrian 
Donauwerke AG. In return Hungary agreed to deli-
ver peak time electricity to Austria for a time span 
of twenty years (1996 to 2016). 

In 1984 the first Eastern European environmen-
talist initiative Duna Kör (Danube Circle) was  
formed, based on a group of intelectuals repre-
sented by the Hungarian biologist Janos Vargha.
While the protests of Duna Kör could still be 
oppressed by Hungarian authorities in 1986, just 
two years later the political situation had changed 
in favour of the demonstrators. In 1988 a petition 
to stop the works on the Nagymaros dam (signed 
by more than 120.000 people) was handed to the 
parliament. This event was followed by public 
protests, both in Budapest and at the construction 
site, that increased the pressure on the govern-
ment which itself was reported not to be unani-
mous in favour of the dam. 

Still in 1989 the construction works on the Hunga-
rian side were timed and the following democratic 
government abandoned the project completely, 
which was reason for disputes among the cont-
ractual partners.  
 
In 1992 Hungary and Czechoslovakia decided to 
take the case to the International Court of Justice 
in The Hague. Hungary made Czechoslovakia 
responsible for environmental damage on Hun-
garian territory, while the Slovak side, who was 
commited to terminate the project, sued Hungary 
for violation of their treaty from 1977.

RESEARCH AT OSA
I could find newspaper clippings and situation 
reports about the planning and construction of the 
scheme and on the activities of Duna Kör in the 
Hungarian Unit’s Subject Files of the Radio Free 
Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute (HU OSA 
300-40-1, Box 276, 278 and 279).
Next to Hungarian and Czechoslovakian news-
paper articles that advertise the planning and 
construction of the dams with photos, illustrations 
and schematic maps (e.g. Népszabság, Magyar 
Hirlap, Rudé Pravó a.o.), I could find press clip-
pings from Western sources (e.g. Süddeutsche 
Zeitung, Die Zeit, Die Tageszeitung, Die Presse, 
Falter, The Wall Street Journal, Time Magazine 
a.o.) that commented on the plans and conse-
quences of the new infrastructure. Many of these 
sources put special focus on the activities of Duna 
Kör. Among these press clippings I could find an 
advertisement that the environmentalist group 
published in the Austrian newspaper Die Presse 
to protest against the Austrian involvement in the 
dam project. Additional to the press clippings, 
A- and B-WIRE reports – that were compiled by 
the editorial team of Radio Free Europe – I could 
also find a number of original periodicals in the 
Open Society Archive’s collection that were quoted 

 

 
GABCIKOVO-NAGYMAROS HYDRO POWER SCHEME
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in these RFE reports. Robert Parnica and Örs Tari 
provided great help to get access to these mate-
rials. As a next step I will produce photographical 
reproductions of selected articles.
Supported by Zsuzsa Zadori, István Rév and Ro-
bert Parnica I could find another very interesting 
body of material about the protest movement in 
the archive of the documentary film group Fekete 
Doboz/ Black Box. Next to complete documenta-
ries Dunaszaurus (Ádám Csillag) and A mütargy 
(Ádám Csillag, et al.), the raw materials for these 
films and further footage are kept at OSA as well. 
This material forms a highly interesting body of 
audio-visual documents of the activities of Duna 
Kör and the time of the regime change.
In a next step I plan to sift these materials – if 
possible together with the particular authors 
– and to do interviews with participants of the 
protest movement, the members of Fekete Doboz 
and other parties and observers that were invol-
ved in the controversy of the Gabcikovo–Nagymaros 
project.

RESEARCH IN OTHER ARCHIVES
Thanks to the support of István Rév I could 
furthermore attend the Magyar Országos Levéltár 
(Hungarian National Archives)  in Budapest for 
this topic. I will try to find key documents on the 
Soviet-Hungarian collaboration such as internati-
onal contracts and agreements.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
I plan to contextualise my archive findings with 
my own landscape photography of the relevant 
sites of the Gabcikovo-Nagymaros project (Danu-
be valley, Nagymaros, Gabcikovo). Furthermore I 
plan to produce video interviews that I would like 
to contextualise with the video material of Fekete 
Doboz in form of a multichannel video installation.

 

 
GABCIKOVO-NAGYMAROS HYDRO POWER SCHEME
 
 



Axel Braun, Final Report, March 2014  7 
DRUŽBA PIPELINE – NAGYMAROS DAM – PAKS NUCLEAR POWER PLANT I / II 

Advertisment of Duna Kör in the Austrian newspaper Die Presse (16 April 1986) 
Subject Files of the Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute (Hungarian Unit): HU OSA 300-40-1, Box 278
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INTRODUCTION
Paks is the name of a Hungarian municipal at the 
Danube where the first – and so far only – Hunga-
rian nuclear power plant was built.  
The construction was decided in 1966 in form of a 
collaboration of the Soviet Union and Hungary.  
As Hungary possessed its own resources of ura-
nium ore the agreement included that the Soviet 
Union would provide the reactor technology and 
would be responsible for the processing of the 
fuels. The first plans scheduled the power plant to 
be finished in 1976.
The construction phase was characterised by 
strong delays that were caused, among other 
reasons, by a general lack of work power.  
The first of four reactors was starting operation  
in 1982 and it took another five years to fully  
complete the power plant.
In January 2014 Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán signed a contract with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin about the financing and construc-
tion of another nuclear power plant at Paks by the 
Russian energy company RosAtom.

RESEARCH AT OSA
I could find newspaper clippings and situation 
reports on the commissioning of the first part of 
the Paks power plant in the Hungarian Unit’s Sub-
ject Files of the Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty 
Research Institute (HU OSA 300-40-1, Box 272).
Next to Hungarian newspaper and magazine  
articles that advertise the completion of the parti-
cular reactors (including photos and illustrations), 
I could find Situation Reports of Radio Free Europe 
that comment on the power plant and its const-
ruction process. Among these I found a commen-
tary titled “A Monument to Inefficiency” by Steven 
Kopany from 1986.

RESEARCH IN OTHER ARCHIVES / SOURCES
Thanks to the support of István Rév I could 
furthermore attend the Magyar Országos Levéltár 
(Hungarian National Archives) in Budapest for this 
topic. I will try to find key documents on the Sovi-
et-Hungarian collaboration such as international 
contracts and agreements.
To follow the recent developments I will collect 
both Hungarian and international media footage 
on the power plant and the further development of 
Russian-Hungarian relations.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
I will collect further material on the topic in 
Hungary and abroad. At a later point I will try to 
connect these findings with observations from 
other researches (mentioned above). I am parti-
cularly interested to learn how energy-, geo- and 
power-political interests are implemented in  
these very particular but nevertheless compara-
ble infrastructure projects – how they are expres-
sed (or disguised) in the official narratives and 
how they are discussed by the public.

 

 
PAKS I / II
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Article from Hungarian Magyar Hirek (15 September 1984) about the „atomic city“ Paks 
Subject Files of the Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty Research Institute (Hungarian Unit): HU OSA 300-40-1, Box 272
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